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BRINGING 
CHILDREN TO CHRIST 

in the 
-CLASSROOM 

To know Jesus Christ 

is the greatest need 

of every child. 

T
wo boys showed up in 
church school one year 
because their mother had 
just been baptized into 
the Adventist Church. 
They did not fit in. 

Their language and clothes were dif­
ferent; their lunches were a daily 
source of humor. They talked during 
prayer, and were barely passing sev­
etal of the subjects. Nothing seemed 
to be going weD for them. One day 
the pastor's wife met their mother in 
town. Afr.er some polite conveiSa­
tion, the mother poured out her dis­
appointment with the boys' experi-
ence at school. They were unhappy and had so many 
complaints that she was on the verge of putting them back 
into public school and giving up on the Adventist Church. 

The pastor's wife briefly reviewed with her the reasons she 
had chosen the church school, encoutaged her to wait a little 
longer for a breakthrough, and even found a quiet comer 
where the two of them could 
share a prayer. 

school teacher to bi3instoim ways to 
socialize the boys to church school 
and bring them to Christ. Alerted to 

the emergency, the teacher arranged 
an outing for the two boys with some 
other students. While they were 
gone, she talked to the Adventist stu­

dents. She explained that the boys 
and their mother were so discouraged 
by what had happened in the class­
room that they were thinking of giv­
ing up on the Adventist Church. 
Next, the teacher asked the students 
to pray with her that God would 
guide them in finding ways to help 
the boys. After prayer, she suggeSted 

that the students tell what they did not like about the boys. 
They were brutally frank, as children tend to be. Everything 
they mentioned had to do with difFerences resulting from the 
boys' lack of familiarity with the Adventist life-style and &ilure 
to adjust to the school routine. 

Next, the teacher asked the students what all of them could 
do to help the boys fit ~ make 

The next day, the pastor's 
wife contacted the church 

BY VIRGINIA SMITH 
friends, and feel that they be­
longed. Nobody replied. So 
the teacher asked. "What makes 
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you feel good about 
being in our school?" 

Having mends, 
getting chosen to take 
part in games and pro­
g:tamS, being invited 
to a mend's house to 
play, and not being 
laughed at were some 
of the ideas the chil­
dren genented. Now 
they were ready to 
suggest specific ways 
to help the boys expe­
rience what they en­
joyed. Their honesty 
led to several gi>od 
ideas for socializing 
the boys to the Ad­
ventist setting. 

The teacher wisely 
led the students to 
share the responsibility 
for how the boys felt 
and to help them ad­
just. She sought vol­
unteelS to be mends, 
to assist the boys with 
their school work, and 
to participate with 
them in activities they 
didn't und.emand 
One student percep­
tively stated that the 
boys' mother didn't know how to make 
good lunches. As a resul~ a church 
member held a small workshop, which 
the new Adventist mother attended, 
demonstrating easy, healthful, and popu­
lar school lunches. 

Once the students felt they were a 
support group that helped instead of os- 1 

ttacized the newcomers, actions and atti- • 
tudes ~aed rapidly. The most excit­
ing event for the class that school year 
was the baptism of the two brotheiS. 

386 

The school is a part of 

the church family. 

Therefore, the whole 

church family has a 

responsibility to assist 

the teacher. 

what was happening 
in the c:Jassroom. 

"Social capital" is a 
teim used to describe 
the positive efFect 
adult interaction has 
on children. A major 
study revealed that 
disadvantaged stu­
dents achieve more 
scholastically in reli­
gious schools than in 
public or private 
schools.' The in-

. volvement in the 
school by the reli­
gious community, 
with its fairly consis­
tent value system, has 
been claimed as the 
reason for this differ­
ence in achievement. 

In both public and 
private schools, the 
students leave home 
to enter a dffi"erent 
world at school 
Their contact with 
adults is limited In a 
church school, par­
ents, teachers, and 
other adults from the 
church community 
profess more or less 

equivalent values and intetact to some 
extent with the studems. The more 
adult interaction a child experiences, the 
higher his or her achievement in this 
area, and the more integration the child 
experiences into the value system of the 
adults. For church schools to be suc­
cessful, the whole community needs to 
work together to bring children to 

Christ. 

To know Jesus Christ is the greatest 
need of every child. Church schools 
have been established with the goal of 
providing an atmosphere conducive to 
tlUs aim. The true story above portrays 
several important principles for bringing 

How can teachCIS increase adult 
church members' involvement with 
their students? Here are a few sugges­
tions: •••••••••••••! • Give occasional homework that re-
quires students to intetact with their par-

· stUdents to Christ in the classroom. Five 
will be briefly considered here: 

No Classroom Exists in a Vacuum 
The teacher cannot be expected to 
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I 
know all, see all, and accomplish alL 
The school is a part of the church f.milly. 
Therefore, the whole church &mily has 
a responsibility to assist the teacher. 
Thank God for a pastor's wife and the 
other church members who went to the 
help of the teacher instead of criticizing 

I 
ents. Send home a note of explanation 
about the assignment and the impor-

1 

tance of children talking and working 
with adults. 

j • Welcome adult offers of assistance. 
! Sometimes it seems threatening to have 
! another adult in the classroom, but the 



threat is removed if you make friends 
with the other person, discuss how you 
can work together to enhance the edu­
cational and spiritual development of 
the students, and give specific directions 
on how the volunteer can help you 
most effectively. 

• Ask capable church members to 
teach mini-classes you haven't the time 
or expertise to attempt, such as mUsic, 
woodworking, sewing or other needle­
cr3ft, or art. 

• Plan projects outside the classroom 
that involve adult-child interaction, such 
as visits to elderly people, putting on 
programs in nearby churches, or helping 
at a community-services center. Talk to 
the helping adults, stressing that together 
we can do more than anyone could do 
separately. By working together, we 
can positively influence the lives of our 
young people. 

n.e Teacher, a Powerful Yrdness 
A teacher's prayers provide a power­

ful wimess to students. Our relationship 
with the Lord will have a major effect 
on young people as they consciously or 
unconsciously make decisions about 
their spiritual life. We cannot share 
what we do not have. 
Our connection with 
Christ must be strong in 
order to ataactively por-
tray Him to our stu-

dentS. 
Men the teacher will 

rely upon God in prtryer1 

the Spirit of Christ will 
come upon him1 and God 
will work through him by 
the Holy Spirit upon the 
minds rf the students. The 
Holy Spirit .fills mind and 
heart with lwpe and courage 
and Bible imagery~ which 
will be communiazted to the 
student. The words of 
truth will grow in impor­
tllnt:e1 and will asswne a 
breadth and follness of 
meaning of which he has 
never dreamed. The 
beauty and virtue of the 
word of God luzue a trans­
forming Uifluence upon 
mind and cluuaaer; the 

387 

A teacher~ prayers 

provide a powerful 

witness to students. 

! what is expected of them, they will not 
i be eager to stay. Their minds will be 
: preoccupied and unable to concentrate 
! on more imp~~t subjeCts. One of the 
j greatest blessings of church school is that 
: the teacher can pray with a student over 
: his or her trials and insecurities. 

••••••••••••• j 3. Do students feel appreciated? Some-
: one has said that children go where 

spmks of heavenly love will foH upon the 
hellTtS of the children llS an inspiration. We 
mo:y bring hundreds and thousands of chil­
dren to Christ if we wz1l work for them. 2 

aassroom Climate 
The climate in the classroom will do 

more to draw students to Christ or 
alienate them from Him than all the talk 
and learning, policies, and standards put 
together. The classroom environment 
has four aspects: 

1. Are students physiazlly comfortllble? 
To be hungry or cold or inappropriately 
dressed, or to need to go to the bath-

: room while peers do not share the same 
i discomfortS, is to be in a situation from 

I 
.. which one seeks escape as xapidly as pos­
. sible. 

2. Do students feel secure? If students 
are afraid, embarrassed, or unsure of 

j there is excitement, but they stay where 

I
; there is love. Church schools may not 

1 
offer competitive sports and electrifying 

! entertainments, but they can offer more 
i individual attention and adult interac-

1 tion. 
I 4. Do students feel good about them-
; selves? Opportunities to be involved, to 

I practice leadership skills and help others, 
: and to become a more capable person 
j have a positive effect on students' self-

1 

esteem. 

1 
Comparing the four environmental 

; aspects listed above with the story of the 

I 
two boys leads one to suspect that they 
may have been missing key elementS of 

t an four. Consequendy, they wanted to 
i escape, rather than think about the Jesus 

I they heard about at school. Providing a 
, positive climate is a necessary foundation 
~ for bringing students to Christ. Few 

ADVENTIST EDUCATION 7 



children wiD be able to relate to Jesus in 
a negative environment. However, cli­
mate alone is not enough. 

OHer Solid lnformatioa About 
Spirituallhiags 

If church scho6l provides the world's 
best environment but &ils to give stu­
dents factual information about Christ 
and His Word, it will have cheated 
them of the most important part of their 
education. Remember Mary and 
Martha. Martha did a marvelous job of 
creating a pleasant environment, but 
jesus applauded Mary for sitting at His 
feet and leaming. 

Students wiJJ. eventually leave the in­
sulated protection of the classroom to 
enter the next phase oflife. While we 
hope that warm memories of care and 
love and of accepting Christ wiD linger, 
yet students' experiential knowledge 
about God's Word, His plan of salva­
tion, how to be mends with jesus, and 
how to overcome sin must have pre­
pared them to make infom1ed decisions. 
Their choices will largely be detennined 
by the information available in their 
brains, rather ~ by the positive feel­
ings they cherish. 

In every line of instruction, teachers are ro 
seek to impart light from the word of God, 
and to show the importance of obedience to a 
'Thus saith the Lord., The education 
should be such that the students will make 
right principles the guide of every aaion: 
This is the education that will abide through 
the eternal ages.3 

Service--An Important 
Compoaent 

The final point we can draw from 
this story is the importance of service to 
God and others. To know Christ is not 
enough. Ministering to others must be 
part of the relationship. The Adventist 
students who befiiended the new boys 
were undoubtedly blessed as they prac­
ticed their Christianity. The rejoicing 
when the two boys accepted Christ was 
a shared experience, because everyone 
felt involved in the victOry. Helping 
students learn to minister to others is an 
important purpose of church schools. 

The l4w of love allis for the devotion of 
body, mind, and soul to the smlice of God 
and our fellow men. And this service, while 
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The climate in the 

classroom will do 

more to draw students 

to Christ or alienate 

them from Him than 

all the talk and learn-

ing, policies, and 

standards put to­

gether. 

• As they are leaming to know 

l
i Christ, an integral part of that relation­

ship is service to God and otheiS. 
Mentally review the students in your 

! classroom. Are they growing in the 
l knowledge of Christ? Which of the five 

1

1 principles above for bringing students to 

Christ could enrich their spiritual expe-
! rience? Try to think of simple ways you 

can implement several of the principles. 
Even though you are already work­

ing many homs each week and may feel 
overwhelmed, you can take cowage 
from the promises the Lord has given us. 
He is in chazge. ·He.will work with us 
and through us to bless the lives of our 
students. Let me share with you two of 
my favorite promises: 

You may feel the defidency of your duzr-

1 

acter and the smallness of your ability in com-

• 

••••••••••••• I parison with the greatness of the work. But 
: if you had the greatest intellect ever given to 

. making us a blts.sing to others1 brings the 

I
I greatest blessing to ourselves. Unselfishness 

underlies all tnle development. Through un-
1 selfish servia we receive the highest adture of 
· every faculty. More and more folly do we be­

come partakers of the divine nature. We are 
fitted for heaven, f(IT' we receive heaven into 
our heans.~ 

Conclusion 
Cultural difFerences may alter the de­

tails ofbringing students to Christ. In 
some cultures, a student would not be 
ridiculed for bringing certain foods for 
lunch, or for wearing different clothes. 
Everyone would be wearing a uniform. 
Asking children to teD what they dislike 
about a person, even in a private meet­
ing, might not be acceptable or desir­
able. 

But the basic principles ·are the same 
anywhere in the world: 

• The school is part of the church 
community. The teacher needs the as­
sistance of every member of the church 
family. 

• As a day-to-day model, the teach­
er's spiritual life will influence the spiri­
tuality of the students. 

• The school climate will make or 
break the efforts to bring the students to 
Christ. 

• Experiential knowledge of Christ 
and His Word will enable students to 
make informed decisions. 

man, it would not be su.Jficient for your work. 
''Without Me ye aln do nothing," says our 
Lord and Saviour. John 15:5. The result of 
aU we do rests in the hands of God. 5 

Often it WJ11 seem to the. teadzer that the 
word of God has little ejfea on the minds and 
hearts of many students; but if his work has 
been wrought in God1 some lessons of divine 
truth will linger in the memory of the most 
careles.s. The Holy Spirit will water the seed 
sown, and it will spring up tifter many days 
and bear .fruit to the glory of God. 6 ' 
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reaor far Chwth Ministries, sptcUdizing in chil­
dten's ministties,for the Gtnem1 Confertna af 
Seventh-day Advtntisrs in Silvtr Spring, Mary­
land. Her doctoral ~ is in tt4tkr education. 
She has taught on tkmtntary, s~anultlry. and col­
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